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A violin by any color plays just as sweetly

3D printed violins are
headed to Waller Mill for
an afterschool program
By Alison Johnson

Correspondent

YORK — The 40 violins headed to Waller
Mill Elementary this fall won’t be brown
or even wooden. They’ll be purple and
yellow — the school’s colors — and made
of a bioplastic material derived from corn-
starch.

Each instrument is crafted one tiny layer
atatime ona3D printer at the Williamsburg
Regional Library on Croaker Road, emerg-
ing in three pieces that easily fit together.
One violin takes about 24 hours to complete
and costs less than $40 to produce.

For 20 students in a new afterschool
program spearheaded by the Williamsburg
Youth Orchestra, the instruments will be

free. The yearlong pilot program will give
two violins to each selected third- through
fifth-grader at Waller Mill, a fine-arts
magnet school — one for hourlong lessons
on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, the
second for at-home practice.

The school plans to prioritize students
from lower socioeconomic backgrounds
during a September application process,
reaching kids who would not otherwise
have access to music lessons, Principal
Khrista Brownlee said.

“We’re excited to expose even more
students to the arts, in this case string
instruments,” Brownlee said. “My own son
used to play violin, and it helped him with
so many things: memorization, hand-eye
coordination, music appreciation and more.
Hopefully, we’ll see this effort succeed and
expand to other schools.”

Waller Mill administrators plan to adver-
tise the program through online platforms
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Instructor Jena Chenkin plays a completed violin as a new one prints at right.
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Amanda Seward of Williamsburg received a gold medal in the handcycling competition at this year’s National Veterans Wheelchair Games.
COURTESY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

‘Right spirit’ leads to gold

Disabled veteran’s road to
recovery includes medals
at wheelchair games

By Sarah J. Ketchum-Pribush

Correspondent

Amanda Seward remembers the excite-
ment she felt while cycling right before she
crossed the finish line in the recent National
Veterans Wheelchair Games.

She was having such a great time trying to
keep up with her friend, she wasn’t even sure
she’d completed the race.

“I couldn’t even remember if I did the
right (number of) laps or not,” she said.

Seward, 31, of Williamsburg, received a
gold medal in the handcycling competition
this year. She also took home a silver group
medal for softball and a bronze in power-
lifting, during which she reached a new
personal best at 110 pounds.

Seward said she’s proud of her accom-
plishments, but the best part wasn’t the
awards; it was spending time with people
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Amanda Seward at the National Veterans Wheelchalr Games in New Orleansin July.
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Man gets
sentence for

1987 rape

61-year-old to serve 35
years for abduction,
sexual offenses

By Sam Schaffer and Emma Henry

Staff writers

WILLIAMSBURG — A 6l-year-
old Williamsburg man was sentenced
Monday to serve 35 years and six months
for rape in a cold case from 1987.

Richard Lee Gibson was already serving
35 years and six months of a life sentence
for an unrelated abduction with the intent
to defile case from 2022. On Monday, a
judge sentenced him to life for the 1987
case, suspending all but 35 years and six
months.

The sentences will be served concur-
rently. Williamsburg-James City County
Commonwealth’s Attorney Nate Green
said Gibson will likely die in prison due
to his age.

The victim of Gibson’s rape in 1987
spoke at the sentencing hearing Monday.
She tearfully took the stand, requesting
that Gibson look at her while she spoke.
He obliged, though the judge said he
didn’t have to. The Virginia Gazette does
notidentify victims of sexual assault with-
out their expressed permission.

“He’s extremely skilled at convincing
women not to call the police,” she said.
Then she told the judge, “He has to stay
in prison. Please sentence him to these
30 years.”

Gibson’s victim expressed sorrow for
him and the women he’s hurt, noting that
she believed there was something wrong
with Gibson that was making him commit
these acts.

“You will never stop,” she said.

Police said a then-unknown assailant
abducted the woman on Dec. 10, 1987,
and committed “various sexual offenses”
in a section of the Midlands Apartment
Complex that was under construction.

An exhaustive investigation turned up
few leads, and the case went unsolved. But
advancements in DNA technology led to
developments that enabled a Williams-
burg/James City County grand jury to
indict Gibson in March for numerous
charges stemming from that night almost
40 years ago, according to a James City
County news release.

On Aug. 4, 2023, the Virginia Depart-
ment of Forensic Services told the county
police department the DNA of the suspect
in the cold case had come back matching
that of Gibson.

Toward the end of March 2023, Gibson
was extradited from Florida after fleeing
unrelated criminal charges in Virginia.
Gibson had taken a sailboat to Florida
and was located after someone reported
a suspicious person sailing on the Caloo-
sahatchee River. Police had been search-
ing for him since October 2022, when they
obtained warrants charging him with
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