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Teaching Artist Fellowship
2026–2027 Application
About the Fellowship
The Williamsburg Youth Orchestra Teaching Artist Fellowship is a unique leadership and educational opportunity for students in grades 9 to 12 who are members of the WYO Symphony Orchestra or Wind Ensemble. The Fellowship is designed to give a young musician meaningful, hands-on experience coaching and mentoring younger student musicians in a chamber music setting.
This opportunity is especially valuable for students who are interested in pursuing music education, performance, arts leadership, or related fields as they consider their future academic and career plans.
The Fellow will coach one chamber group in the tradition of our Winter Chamber Program, working closely throughout the Fellowship with a mentor. The Teaching Artist will receive mentorship and guidance from an WYO conductor:
· Wind and brass Fellow: Mentored by Mr. Jordan Stehle or
· String Fellow: Mentored by Mrs. Rebecca Nixon
The Fellow will help select repertoire and lead rehearsals in a hands-on leadership role, with their mentor observing and offering feedback along the way.
How It Works
1. One Teaching Artist Fellow will be selected for the 2026–2027 season.
1. The Fellow leads six, one-hour rehearsals with their assigned chamber group, held before Monday rehearsals — either before Concert Band (5:15–6:15 PM) or Concert Strings (5:15–6:15 PM) — from late-October through March. The exact six dates are coordinated with the mentor and the chamber group members.
1. Wind/brass applicants are mentored by Mr. Stehle and coach a chamber group he selects; string applicants are mentored by Mrs. Nixon and coach a chamber group she selects. Chamber group members are chosen by Mr. Stehle or Mrs. Nixon from their respective ensembles (Concert Band or Concert Strings).
1. The season culminates in a performance at the Winter Chamber Program Concert on Sunday, March 21, 2027 at 4:00 PM at King of Glory Lutheran Church.
1. Upon completion of the fellowship, the Fellow receives a $600 grant.
Commitment
1. Attend and lead all six chamber rehearsals (first rehearsal expected end of October 2026).
1. Perform (or be present) in the Winter Chamber Program Concert on 3/21/2027.
1. Work with your mentor to select repertoire and prepare for each rehearsal.
Selection
Applications are reviewed and the Fellow is selected by Mr. Tim Fary, Dr. David Grandis, and Mrs. Tanya Song.

Key Dates
	Application Deadline
	September 28, 2026

	Decision Announced
	October 9, 2026

	First Chamber Rehearsal
	End of October 2026

	Rehearsal Window
	October 2026 – March 2027 (6 sessions)

	Winter Chamber Concert
	Sunday, March 21, 2027, 4:00 PM; King of Glory Lutheran Church

	Fellowship Grant
	$600, paid upon completion



Applicant Information
Full Name:  ____________________________________________________________
Grade (9–12):  ____________________
Primary Instrument:  ________________________________________
Current Ensemble (Wind Ensemble / Symphony Orchestra):  _________________________
Email:  ________________________________________
Phone:  ______________________________
Parent/Guardian Name:  ________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Email:  ________________________________________
Application Questions
Please answer each question thoughtfully and type your responses. 
1. Why are you interested in the Teaching Artist Fellowship, and how does it connect to your future goals (in music education or otherwise)?
 









2. Describe any prior experience you have coaching, tutoring, or mentoring younger students — in music or another setting.





3. What do you think makes a good rehearsal coach? How would you approach coaching a chamber group of younger musicians?



4.  What do you believe younger musicians need most from a coach? And what qualities and experiences do you have that can meet that need?






5. This fellowship requires a real commitment: six rehearsals between mid-October and March, plus the March 21 concert. Describe your availability on Monday evenings during this window and note any known conflicts.






Recommendation
Please ask your ensemble director at school or private instructor to write a brief recommendation - a few sentences on your musicianship and readiness for a leadership role. Have them email it directly to Executive Director Tanya Song at wyouthorchestra@gmail.com by the application deadline, with the subject line: Recommendation for [Your Name].

Submission
Please complete this application and email it, along with your recommendation, to Mrs. Tanya Song at wyouthorchestra@gmail.com by September 28, 2026. Save your application as a PDF using your name followed by "TAF" (example: Tanya Song TAF). Decisions will be announced by October 9, 2026. Please follow these submission instructions carefully - doing so, along with submitting on time, is part of demonstrating the reliability we look for in a Teaching Artist.
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